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Jefferson and Hamilton did not agree on the 
issue of a National Bank.  Outline their 
differences in the chart below.    

  

  

Image: Bank of the United States, Philadelphia, 1800
Courtesy Rare Book Department, The Free Library of Philadelphia

 
Jefferson 's Views Hamilton 's Views 
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President George Washington thought the new nation should keep out of European quarrels.  He issued 
several Proclamations to that effect.  Read the Proclamations and make notes as to Washington's view.  
Do the same views hold true today?  Explain your answer.   

 

The Proclamation of Neutrality 1793 
A Proclamation 

Whereas it appears that a state of war exists between Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, Great Britain, and the 
United Netherlands, of the one part, and France on the other; and the duty and interest of the United 
States require, that they should with sincerity and good faith adopt and pursue a conduct friendly and 
impartial toward the belligerant Powers; 

I have therefore thought fit by these presents to declare the disposition of the United States to observe 
the conduct aforesaid towards those Powers respectfully; and to exhort and warn the citizens of the 
United States carefully to avoid all acts and proceedings whatsoever, which may in any manner tend to 
contravene such disposition. 

And I do hereby also make known, that whatsoever of the citizens of the United States shall render 
himself liable to punishment or forfeiture under the law of nations, by committing, aiding, or abetting 
hostilities against any of the said Powers, or by carrying to any of them those articles which are deemed 
contraband by the modern usage of nations, will not receive the protection of the United States, against 
such punishment or forfeiture; and further, that I have given instructions to those officers, to whom it 
belongs, to cause prosecutions to be instituted against all persons, who shall, within the cognizance of 
the courts of the United States, violate the law of nations, with respect to the Powers at war, or any of 
them. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents, and signed the same with my hand. Done at the city of Philadelphia, the twenty-second day of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the seventeenth. 

 
George Washington  
April 22, 1793 

Source: 
A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents 

Prepared under the direction of the Joint Committee on printing, of the House and Senate
Pursuant to an Act of the Fifty-Second Congress of the United States. 

New York : Bureau of National Literature, Inc., 1897 

Adapted from The Avalon Project at Yale University website. 
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George Washington - Proclamation of January 1, 1795 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

When we review the calamities which afflict so many other nations, the present condition of the United 
States affords much matter of consolation and satisfaction. Our exemption hitherto from foreign war, an 
increasing prospect of the continuance of that exemption, the great degree of internal tranquillity we have 
enjoyed, the recent confirmation of that tranquillity by the suppression of an insurrection which so 
wantonly threatened it, the happy course of our public affairs in general, the unexampled prosperity of all 
classes of our citizens, are circumstances which peculiarly mark our situation with indications of the 
Divine beneficence toward us. In such a state of things it is in an especial manner our duty as a people, 
with devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to acknowledge our many and great obligations to 
Almighty God and to implore Him to continue and confirm the blessings we experience. 

Deeply penetrated with this sentiment, I, George Washington, President of the United States, do 
recommend to all religious societies and denominations, and to all persons whomsoever within the United 
States to set apart and observe Thursday, the 19th day of February next, as a day of public thanksgiving 
and prayer, and on that day to meet together and render their sincere and hearty thanks to the Great 
Ruler of Nations for the manifold and signal mercies which distinguish our lot as a nation, particularly for 
the possession of constitutions of government which unite and by their union establish liberty with order; 
for the preservation of our peace, foreign and domestic; for the seasonable control which has been given 
to a spirit of disorder in the suppression of the late insurrection, and generally, for the prosperous course 
of our affairs, public and private; and at the same time humbly and fervently to beseech the kind Author of 
these blessings graciously to prolong them to us; to imprint on our hearts a deep and solemn sense of our 
obligations to Him for them; to teach us rightly to estimate their immense value; to preserve us from the 
arrogance of prosperity, and from hazarding the advantages we enjoy by delusive pursuits; to dispose us 
to merit the continuance of His favors by not abusing them; by our gratitude for them, and by a 
correspondent conduct as citizens and men; to render this country more and more a safe and propitious 
asylum for the unfortunate of other countries; to extend among us true and useful knowledge; to diffuse 
and establish habits of sobriety, order, morality, and piety, and finally, to impart all the blessings we 
possess, or ask for ourselves, to the whole family of mankind. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents, and signed the same with my hand. Done at the city of Philadelphia, the 1st day of January, 
1795, and of the Independence of the United States of America the nineteenth. 

Go WASHINGTON 

By the President: 

EDM: RANDOLPH. 

Source: 
A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents 

Prepared under the direction of the Joint Committee on printing, of the House and Senate
Pursuant to an Act of the Fifty-Second Congress of the United States. 

New York : Bureau of National Literature, Inc., 1897 

Adapted from The Avalon Project at Yale University website. 
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Aaron Burr challenged Alexander Hamilton to a duel.   

Have students define the concept of a duel and examine the 
rules that govern a duel.  What was the Burr/Hamilton argument 
that led to this duel?  Have students look for other historical 
duels.  Discuss with the students dueling as an old fashioned 
means of conflict resolution.  Discuss with students the civil 
methods of ending an argument.  Have students role play the 
disagreement between Burr and Hamilton and resolve the 
disagreement with nonviolent solutions.    

        

 


