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"...from a strictly architectural point of view [it is] even
more perfect [than Monticello]....  When restored to its

pristine state...it will constitute one of the revived
glories of Virginia, and a treasure for the nation."

A. L. ROWSE
EMERITUS FELLOW OF ALL SOULS COLLEGE, OXFORD
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Abbreviated Structural Timeline

1806
Jefferson begins
construction of his
retreat home on his
Poplar Forest
plantation. He hires
master bricklayer
Hugh Chisolm to begin
the process.

1823
Jefferson makes his
final visit to Poplar
Forest, leaving the
property in the hands
of his grandson,
Francis Eppes. He sells
it just two years later
to the Hutter family.

1846
The Hutter family
experiences a
devastating fire
originating from the
dining room fireplace.
Nothing but the brick
is left. They rebuild the
house to meet the
needs of their growing
family. 

1946

 The Watts family
purchases the property
from the Hutters and
modernizes the house,
outfitting it with
updated plumbing,
heating, and electricity. 



Abbreviated Structural Timeline

1983
The Corporation for
Jefferson's Poplar
Forest is formed to
restore the house back
to Jefferson's original
design and vision.

1995
Restoration of the
exterior structure is
completed. Works
begins on the wing of
offices soon after.  

2009/10
The restoration of the
wing of offices is
completed, followed
closely by the start of
the interior
restoration process. 

2023
After 34 years of
restoration, Thomas
Jefferson's historic
retreat home is finally
unveiled as completed! 























"More and more it is becoming clear how very important Poplar Forest
is to our enlarged understanding of Thomas Jefferson and the reach of

his imagination... the originality and ingenuity of Poplar Forest--
especially now that it is being so superbly restored-- raise his standing
still higher.  This is an American masterpiece by a great American artist

who also happened to be the President of the United States."



David McCullough
Historian - Author



"As Poplar Forest is reshaped before our eyes back to the way Jefferson
wanted it to be it calls up his great ghost in ever more palpable

form...making the restoration the most moving event, for me, in recent
architectural history."



VINCENT J. SCULLY, JR.

Sterling Professor Emeritus, Yale University
Architectural Historian















“Architecture is my delight, and
putting up and pulling down, one of

my favorite amusements."

Thomas Jefferson 
as quoted by

Margaret Bayard Smith
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Thank you for

Joining us tonight!


